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Kimberley diatrict ready for market, but they
cannot be got here. The want of facilities
for shipping and other means of tran-
sit gimply wmeans that it costs more to
bring stock, from the Kimberley than
it does to bring stock from the other colonies.
When sufficient meansof transit are provided
we will not wantto go outside our own colony
for all the stock we shall require. For another
thing, T do not anticipate|that’;the other
cotonies will go on supplying stock aa they
have beon. At the present time catile are
shipped hero from Adelaide and other places
and I am content that it_should be go, in order
that wo can have cheaper meat than would
othorwize be the case, but when we have
opepned up the means by which our own stock
can be brooght to market, the riske of shipping
and the cost will prevent the continuance of
the importation of atock from the other colonies
becanse of the competition with our own
atock, which, as I said before, will be quite suffi-
cient for the whole colony when facilities
for bringing them to market are provided.
I have pothing more to say at the present
stage, Mr, Speaker, excepting to express my
thanks to hon. members for the generous way
in which they have received the Bill,
Motion put and passed.
Bill read & eecond tie.

EXPENDITURE FROM LOANS AND RE-

VENUE UPON RAILWAYS AND ROLL.

‘ ING STOCK.

Mg. TLLINGWORTH, in accordance with
notice, meoved for a Return, showing,—

1. The tolal cost of all Government Rail-
ways now completed, inclusive of staticns, etc.

2, The total cost of all Rolling Stock to
date.

3. The total amount expended out of Loan
Funds on Railways and Rolling Stock.

4. The amount (ifany) expended on Rail-
ways or Rolling Stock out of General Revenue.

3. The total amount of interest being paid
oh Loan moneys expended upon Railways and
Rolling Stock.

Question putand passed.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 10.25 p,m.
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Bunbury-Bussellon Train Service.

Legislative QAszembiy,

Wednesday, I7th July, 1865.

Return showing times of arrivals and departure of
Buabury - Busselton  traing— Laying of ships’
moorings at Quindalup and ltusseiton— Works
Department calling for tenders when funda not
available—Neglect of 5.8, Australind to call at
Lrosine—Goldfields Bill: first reading—Appli-
eations for Homestead Leases—Construction of
Mount Park Road—Agent-General Bill: third
reading—Crivinal Evidence Bill : second reading
—Arbitration Bifl: second veading ; referved to
Select Committee—Partnership Bill :  second
veading ; referred to Sclect Clommneittee—Justices
Appointment Bill: in committee— Messaye from
His Excellency : asseat to Bills—Yuwicipal
Institutions Bill : second veading—Adjournment.

BUNBURY-BUSSELTON TRAIN SERVICE.

Mz, COOKWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Commissioner of Railways
why the Order of the Hounse with reference to
the laying of the return upon the table of the
House showing the departures of the evening
trains from Busseltonm, and the arrivale of the
same trains at Bunbury, had not been fully
complied with.

Tag COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied that the full
return wounld at onge be laid upon the table,
and he regretted that it bad not, through an
oversight, been done previcusly.

LAYING OF SHIPS’ MOORINGS AT QUIN-
DALUP AND BUSEBELTON.

Mg. COOKEWORTHY, in accordance with
notice, asked the Premier whetber it was the
jutention of the Government to lay down
ships’ moorings at Quindalup and Busselton,
and if so, when.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied as follows:—

The Chief Harbor Master advises the Gov-
ernment that he does not recommend that
moorings should be placed at these ports, in-
asmuch a3 there is ample anchorage ground,
and shipmasters prefer to wuse their own
anchors and chains where there in plenty of
room to veer. Some yeara ago moorings were
laid at Fremantle, Bunbury, and the Vasse,
but were rarely used, for the above reason.
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ACTION OF WORKS DEPARTMENT IN
CALLING FOR TENDERS.
Mg JAMES (for Me. GEORGE), in accord-
ance with notice, asked the Premier,—

1. Whether he was aware that the action of
the Public Worka Department in ecalling for
tenders for sundry public worke—the money
for which waa not immediately available—was
giving great dissutisfoction.

2. Whether he approved of this unbusinesa-
lilte procedure on the part of the Fublic Works
Department.

Sie JOHN FORREST replied as follows : —

1. T am not aware of any great dissatisfac-
tion,

2. I am not aware of anything to justily my
expressing an opinion of disapprovalin the
matter.

NEGLECT OF 8.8. AUSTRALIND TO CALL
AT BROOME.

Me. A. FORREST, inaccordenrewith notice,
asked the Premier, whether he was aware
that the s.8. Australind called at Broome
on the 10th July, without entering or clearing,
or tnking mails ; and if such action on the part
of the stenmer was not a flagrant diregard of
the Post and Telegraph and the Customs
Acts,

Fag PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest), re-
plied that the facts connected with this case
were being inquired into. From the informa-
tion at present in the possession of the Govern-
went, the Awstralind, it wounld seem, had com-
wittad a breach of the Act.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.

Introduced by Sir Joun Forrest (for Mr.
Burt) ond read a first time.

APPLICATIONS FOR HOMESTEAD
LEASES.

Mg. THROSSELL, inaccordance with notice,
moved that a return be 1aid upon the $able of
the House showing—

1. All applications received for homestead
leases, and in what diatrict situated, nnd their
class.

2. The number of all lenses granted since
the Homesfeads Act has been in operation.

Question putand passed.

CONSTRUCTION OF MOUNT PARK ROAD.

Mg, WOQOD, in accordarce with notice,
moved, * That, in the opinion of this House
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the Government should at once take such
steps as they may deem expedient for obtain-
ing the sanction of Parlianent for the con-
struction of the Park Road from the top of
Malcolm-Street to the Fremantle Road beyond
Crawley, for which tenders have heen called
by the Public Works Departmment” He said
it was within the knowledge of members that
a contract for this work had been accepted by
the Government, but, for some reason or
other, the Worlks Department were not in a
position to sign the contract, and it was
necessary to obtain the sanction of Parlinment
befora the work could be proceeded with. He
felt sure there would be no opposition to this
motion, ae the work in question wns a neces-
sary nnd desirable work. A sam of money
was voted by Parlinment for this Park last
session, 0 that the necessity of the work had
already been acknowledged; but it appeared
there was some difficuity in connection with
the expenditure of the money, and the autho-
rity of Parlioment was mow asked to enable
the Government to proceed with the construe-
tion of this road at once. He had much plea-
sure in, moving the resolution.

Tuz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
he would like to say a word or two in regard to
this motion—not in cpposition to it in any way,
because it was the desire of the Government
to get on with thie work as soon as possible;
but there were difficnlties in the way of pro-
viding funds, and he was sure that members
would at cnce understand those difficulties
when he explained matters. The financial
year ended on the 30th June, and tenders for
thia work were called about the same date,
and ove was accepted; but, as a matter of
fact, the Government were not in a position
to undertake the work, because they had
no funds available for it. It might, of
conrse, be said that the Government should
not have calledl for tenders unless they had
funda available. His reply to that was this:
a sum of £3,000 was voted by Parlinment last
year for the improvement of this Park, and this
road was considered to beapartof that work; hut,
wpon giving the matter further consideration,
it seemed to the Goveruruent they would not
be quite jostified in spending a swm of money
for the construction of this road that would
be larger than the whole amount voted last
year for the improvement of the Park. As a
matter of fact, not a very large portion of the
£3,000 voted laet year had yet been spent;
but the Government had appointed a commit-
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tee, copsisting of the Mayor of Perth and him-
self (the Premier) and some other gentlemen,
to whom the Government had handed over the
balance (a little over £2,000) that was still
unexpended, in order that it might be spent
in the improvement of the Park reserve, ns
intended by the Legislature, and not for con-
structing this road, which it had been
found would cost about £5,000. In his
opinion there was Do work about
the city that was more desirable than this
road. When finished it would certainly be
one of the finest drives in the whole of Aus-
tralia, commanding magnificent views, and he
believed that in time it would be very much
valued by the citizens of Perth} and by others
who visited the colony. The plans and speci-
fications for the work were already prepared,
and everything was ready for putting the
work in hand as scon as the anthority of Par-
linanent was obtuined for the expenditure. He
had himself intended to have moved in the
matter, but for one reason or another he had
not done 8o, mainly because the procedure was
somewhat inconvenient,—having to come down
to the House with a message frqm the
Governor, asking the House, by a resolu-
tion, to approve of a contract being aec-
cepted, and then to have to keep the matter
over for bwo months more, nntil the ¥atimates
were passed. The Government, however, were
most nnxious to get on with the woark, and
there was no reason that he knew of why the
work should not be proceeded with at once,
except perhapa that some members mwight
think that £5,000 was rather a large sum for
this road. But it was going to be done well,
in a permanent way, and it would be a goed
road for all time; and he did not think that
anyone in the future would begrudge the
amount. He was prepared, himself, to sup-
port the hon. member’s resolution, upon this
condition: that it be taken by the Govern-
ment as an intimation that the House
approved of the work going on at once.
The necessary vote would then appear
on the Estimates in the ordinary way. Of
course, unless the House approved of the
resolution the Government would not go on
with the work until the Estimates were
passed. If, on the other hand, the House ap-
proved of the resolution, the Government
would take the responsibility of accepting it
a3 an aunthority to go on with the work im-
mediately. He should advise the House to
approve of the resolutioz. The improvement
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of this Park wra 4 matter which he had very
much at heart himself, and he intended to
take a great interest in it. They had already
done something, but not very much, in the
direction of clearing the scrub and ctherwise
improving the ground, and le believed they
would be able—without toe large an expendi-
ture either—to make this reserve of 1,000
acres 8 place which the citizens of Perth, and
future generaticvs, would be proud of, and
thank the Legislature of the day for having
had eufficient foresight to undertnke such a
work.

Mg. R. F. SHOLL hoped the House would
not agree to this resolution. It was o most
ingeniously worded resolution, but there could
be no doubt it was contrary to¢ the spirit at
svy rale, of their Standing Orders. He also
thoughtit was inconvenient to have resolutions
of this kind brought down before the Esti-
mates for the year were brought in, and that
the House should be asked to authorise the
Government i spend money on the strength
of a mere resolution of the House. Last
session a suin was placed on the Kstimates
for certnin works in connection with this
work, and the momey was voted; and,
before they ngreed to a resolution like this,
they had a right to know how wmuch of
that money had been expended, and how it
had been expended, nnd what balance was
still in hand. [Tre PrEMIER: I told you so,
just now.] He also thought they ought to
have the estimates, or the specifications, at
any rate, for this rond before them. TIf he
was rightly informed, this rond, as designed
by the Works Department, was going to cost
a large amount of money. [THE PrEmMIER: I
told you—£6,000.] There were some members
of that House who had had a little experience
in road-making in country districts, and who
knew what road-making was; and he did
not think the House would be acting wisely,
after the experience they had already had of
the style of road-making carried out by the
Works Department, in the direction of
Subiaco,—he did not thinl the House won!d
be acting wisely in allowing the Departinent
to have anything to do with the expenditure
of this money. Besides, £5,000 for the con-
struction of o road over which only light
traffic was supposed to travel, seemedtohim a
larger sum of money than that House would be
justified in expending upon this road. While
on this question of the expenditure of money
in the city of Perth, he desired to wmm the
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House that, unless it took a very strony stand,
it would he fouud that the City Council wonld
soon monopolise most of the revenue of the
colony. It was a most unfortunate thing that
they should have in that House several mem-
bers who were also members of the City
Council, nand the Mayor also, who was known
to largely control-—in fact, he might say, to
ontirely control-—the present Ministry. The
City Council had only to make represen.
tations to the Government and the Govern-
ment came coolly down and asked the
House for thouaands of pounds of public
money for works that were not urgently re-
quired, and for works of n more costly and
extravagant charncter than the House wounld
be justified in approving. Things were ¢coming
to such a pass nyw that if the Commissioner of
Railways, or any other Minister, ventured to
disagree with the City Council, that august
body at once threntened to go to the Premier,
and get him to compel the Commissioner to do
this, that, and the other. Tn fact, members of
the City Council were now superior to mem-
bers of Parliament itself. He hoped the
House would not agree to this resolution, until
they had the estimates and specifications
before them, so that they could see whether
this rond, as intended to be constructed, was
nob a more extravagant and expensive piece of
work than was really necessary.

Mr. A. FORRBEST said it wae guite refresh-
ing to find the hon. member for Gascoyne ap-
pearing, for the first time this session, in his
old »éle. The resolution bronght forward by
the hon. member for West Perth was o very
proper one, nad cne which be was sure would
receive the approval of the House, so that this
important work might be proceeded with at
once, instead of having to wait two or three
months, nntil the Estimates were passed. The
road had heer surveyed, and a magnificent
road it would be. The work was one of great
importance to the city. [M=r. RaxperLs: In
what way ?] The hon. memher for Perth
nsked in what way, In this way: We wané
to make the city attractive, so as to
keep people here when they eame here.
The great complaint at the present
time was that there was nowhere you could
o to, or nothing worth reeing, about Perth;
and people were going out of town to live in
the suburhs, such as Claremont nnd Coltesloe,
because they were pleasant places to live in.
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it did, all along, sowme wagnificent views of the
river. The money for aPark had been voted,
but what would he the use of a Park without
a road leading to it? The hon. member for
Perth had recently been to Sydney, and he
must hove seen the splendid Centennial Park
in that city, which had been all made at
the public expense. Why should we not
have something of the same kind here? As
to the allegations of the hon. member
for the Gnscoyne ahout the City Council and
the Government, he denied the hon. member's
impulations altogether. The City Counecil
never asked for anything unrensonable, or
which was not in the interests of the citizens;
ond he wns surprised at the hon. member for
Perth, of all people, objecting to such a pro-
ject as this, which had for its object the
beantifying of the city, so ns to make it e
more attractive place to live in. He hoped
the Government would continue to spend
money in the city, with that desirable object
in view. This Pork lopd did not belong to
the City Council; it was Crown land. He
hoped the House wonld agree to the ressclu-
tion, so that this work might be proceeded
with at once. He was sure it would be agreed
to when the Katimates came down. It wasa
very necessary work, and it would also employ
a large amount of labor, and be of great
beuefit, not only to the present inhabitants of
Perth, but also to those who would come after
us. who would be able to drive along o road
commanding such n benutifal panorama as
could probably not be seen anywhere else in
Australin. This Park reserve was now a mere
wilderness. It had remained so for the last
50 years, and it was high time they made
some use of it. He hoped the resolution
would pass.

Me. CLARKSON said he rose with the
object of informing the Honge that it was his
intention fo support the motion. He had no
interest whatever in the construction of this
road, but about two yesrs before had been
taken over the Park. He was asked to goasa
disinterested party and went in company with
a gentleman who was st that time a member
of the Assembly. The result of that visit of
inspection was to completely astound him to
find such a fine and valuable pieco of land
allowed to remain in just about the same con-
dition as it must have been in when the colony
was first scttled. The construction of thia

If they had this rosd made, it would be one of i rond would have the effect predicted by the
the best sights in the colony, commanding, as | hon. memLer for West Perth, and that was to



306 Mount Park Road.
make the City attractive. It was Lo the
interest of ull parts of the colony that the
place should be made sufficiently attractive for
people to remain.

Mg, RANDELL desired to point out that
the hon. member for West Kimhberley was a
little too hasty in taking up his interjection.
The interjection he (Mr. Randell) had made
was with the object of gaining information.
What members of the House wanted to know
waa, not whether the road ehould be wmnde,
but what there was to he said a8 to
ite being such an

urgent matter as
the hon. member for West Perth had
wade out it was. In urging a motion

like this there were several ressons the hon.
memwber in moving it should have heen ahble
advance, although he bad not done so. The
Member for West Kimberley said that this
lard had remained in the state it now was for
the lagt 60 yoars. Whether that were so or
not, he thought the making of this road wounld
not have the effect the hon. member seemed
to believe it would, viz.,, of retnining people
in the colony. At the same time there was
no question that when the road was made it
would be a great improvement. No one had
been more active than he in urging that the
City should be made attractive. He had sug-
gested long ngo that the Park should be
cleared of the underwood, and opened up to
the pubtic ns a plensant resort. He thought
that this road eould not in any way be con-
sidered a work of urgent necessity. In fact,
the hon. member who had brought this motion
forward was following & most objectionnble
practice which frequently spruang up in the
days when the colony was under its old con-
stitntion. In thoee daye whenever a member
of the House was anxious to get somse particu-
lur work done in his distriet, and theve had
been provision made for it, he anticipated the
Estimates by bringing forward such a resolu-
tion us that now before the House, 'This
method of doing lrusiness had heen found ex-
ceedingly inconvenient, so much 50 that even-
tually members generally set their faces
against supporting any attempt of thiz des-
cription, and every meana was taken to pre-
vent what was clearly a very bad principle,

Me. LoTon : We had to have it stopped by
our Standing Orders.

Mp. RANDELL: Yes. He was therefore
very sorry to see that the Governmentappentr-
ed to be willing to support the proposal of
the hon. wember for West Perth. [t would
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Lbe very inconvenient to take such a step
a8 that desired in the motion, when wno
real reason existed for departing from
the ordinary course. At the same time it
might be said on the other side that it would
be inconvenient to wait, but he did not be-
lieve that any injury would resull if its con-
struction was detayed until the question had
been brought under the notice of the House
in the proper way.

THE PreEMiER :
tenders.

Mz. RANDELL: That is a mistake on the
part of the Governiment and we cannot help or
remedy it in the way this motion desires.
T'he principle wus one which should mot be
departed from, for the simple reason that
similar attempts would iwmmediately be made
by other wembers representing other dis-
tricts. He hoped the Government would
no’ allow any interference with the Esti-
mates before the proper fime. So far
a3 the usefulness of the road waa con-
cerned it was to be presumed that its wain
uses would ba for pleasmre parties. A large
amount of traffic was not likely to tnke place
over it, nnd the sum mentioned by the Premier
as being the probable cost seemed an excessive
one. [t was a very high one indecd. Thereguire-
ments of the road could not possibly be such
as to make it necessary to cost £2,000 a ile.
He thoroughly believed in the road being
built if brought forward in the proper way,
Lut zot in so much money being spent on it.

THE PREMIER : ‘I'here i3 great difficulty in
getting the material there.

Me. RANDELL : That may be go. At the
same time he doubted if the difficulties were
s0 great ns they were made to appenr. There
was no reason why the same method should
not be followed as was followed in the con-
strnction of the Subiaco road. A gravel rond
with the gravel something like A fool deep
ghould yive a road that would do
very well for all that would ever be required of
it. ‘There could be no necessity for getting
bluestone for such a road.

Tre Premrer : The materinl proposed to be
used is litmestone gravel.

Mgz. BANDELL : Then surely that material

But we have called for

should not cost so much. What he
had to impress upon members of the
House was the danger of not insisting

upnn &1l these matters being included in the
Estimuates and brought dowa to the House in
the proper way. For the suke of a few weeks
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delay in the making of n rond the House
ghould not sacrifice & prineiple and permit the
re-introduction of a system which had heen
greatly abused some years ngo, and had
genorally been declared to he most incon-
venient. So far as the roads ontside of the
city of Perth, referred to hy an hon. mem-
ber, were concerned, be had nothing
to say, but he did knuw there were some very
bad ones inside the city Doundaries. He
would wention one of them, and that was the
rond from Hutt-street and William-street to
the Hailway Goods Sheds. 'I'his rood was in o
positively disgraceful condition. It was im-
poseible to go by this rond on foot with-
out Dbeing up te the ankles in mud-
He had had occasion to wuse this road,
and found that it was hardly possible
to get to the goods sheds. People had a right,
while they were on business, to be able to reach
such an itnportant place as the railway station
and goods sheds without getting intoa great
quantity of waterand mud. He was perfectly
aware of the fact that this roud belonged to the
city,and nodoubt the City Council wasendeavor-
ing to induce the Director of Public Works to
agsist them with some money, but the condi-
tion of the road to-day was astanding disgrace
to the City Council, as well as to the Govern-
ment. So far ag the Commissioner for Raiiways
was concerned, he was also interested, for the
simple reason that it was wot a good business
principle to follow, that people should have to
wade through mud and water in order to get
to the goods sheds. He thought that from the
lorge surplus revenne some way could be found
of assisting the Couneil to improve the rond,
one of the most important approaches to the
Railway Goods Sheds. He hoped the Com-
missioner for Railwuys would carefully read,
mark, learn, ond inwardly digest what he
hud said about thia matter,for the atate of the
road was a constant nggravation and annoy-
ance, The motion was one he wounld oppose
for the simple reason that he objected to the
Estimates being anticipated in the way it was
proposed should be done.

TueDIRECTOROF PUBLIC WORKS (Hon.
H. W. Venn), in reply to the hon. member who
had just spoken, desired that he shounld take
his own advice to heart. If the hon. member
for Perth had learnt, rend and inwardly
digested the reports of the City Council, he
would find that the Director of Works would
be a very unwise man if he attemmpted to enter
into any work of that body. ‘The City Council
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wounld not be  likely to tolerate any inierfer-
ence from him in the carrying out of work
within the City houndaries, and they were too
strong a body for him to try. It was quite
possible the City Couneil was right, and it waa
cqually possible that if he were to tell them
to make etreets and so on, they would regard

. his action as being the height of impudencs,

and possibly ask what business wos it of his.
There were no fanda at the disposal of the
Coommissioner of Railways, nor were there
any in the hande of the Director of
Public Works,in order to carry on street muk-
ing in the streets of Perth, [If the work had
to be done by hia Department then the anthor-
ity would ba in the special vcte passed in the
ordinary way by the House. "To attempt to
interfere with the City Council would be like
inviting capital punishment at once. It was
a matler for regret that any of the roads
lending to the railway station should bein the
condition 1ndicated by the honorable member
for Perth, but he (Mr, Venn) had to be very
careful of any position he took up. His office
was one which made him careful. It was of
courge an unpleasant thing to have to aany
“no,” but when the word was snid it was for
more ubpleasant and diflicult to atick to it.
8o far us he was concerned he endeuvored to
do what was right in all mattera between the
City Council and the Government. "I he hon,
member for Perth was really confusing, what
was asked fur this Park road, with a system
followed in this Homse some years
back. He (Mr. Venn) had been one of those
who sometimes took advantage of that parti-
cular 1metbod of endeavoring to secure
something for bis district beforethe Estimates
coane on, but he was free to admit that the
practice wag, in every way, a bad one. At the
same time the circumstances of the two cases
were not at all similur, for it had to be recol-
lected that Parliament had alrendy practically
sanctioned these inprovemenis at the Park
when it voted the snm of £3,000.

Mr. Loton: Spend the money you have
already got, on the road and get a further
vote.

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon. H. W. Venn) : The Fremier has already
explained the matter. It having been decided
that the sum of £3,000 should be retained for
general improvements at the Park, and that
the neceassary road should be considered as an
outside worlk, tenders had l.een called, bnt in
view of the decision of the Cabinet, it
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would have been improper to accept any
contract, for the simple reanson that there
was mo authority to spent the money. The
only thing, therefore, that could be dvme in
arder to get the work proceeded with, was to
advise the hon. member to ask the House to
paas the resolution and proctically authorise
the expenditure of the money, Uf courseif the
House was against the expenditure of the
money and the conatruetion of the road, ihe
matter need go no further.

Mg. RanpELL: We do not say that, We only
say there is no urgency such as shounld make
us depart from the proper practice.

Tue DIRECTOR OF TUBLIC WORKS
(Hon, H. W. Venn): The urgency lies in
the fact that tendera have already been catled
for this work. The epecifications provide for
n twenty foot road, pitched with limestone
capstones, and covered with gravel. No doubt

gach & road ns provided for would last
for all time; but it was necessary if
the road was to be a  permanent

one, that the foundation should be good.
Of course it would be possible to get
a temporary road much cheeper, Lut
then it would mnot Jast. There were planty
of good roads in the country omly made of
gravel, but this was where gravel was easily
obtainable. This road at the Park would
have to be constructed by the aid of a light
tramway, for the simple reason that if thia
was not done the coat would be £10,000 instead
of £6,000,
Mg. RanoELL : Oh nonsense.

Tee DIRECTOR- OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. B. W, Venn) : If you wanted to take

stope right up Mt. Eliza in the ordinary way,
one horse would not be able to get up with
more than a quarter of & ton, Under all the
circumetances he hoped the House wonld pass
the resclution, and this tender would then be
accepted, as the Government would under-
stand that members were in favor of the road
being mada.

M. ILLINGWORTH declared that he
would go very largely with the hon. member
for Perth in this matter. It would bea very
great mistake for such an expenditure as this
to be authorised in the way suggeated. The
road was, after all, only what might be called
@ luxury road. They had managed to get
along without this road for some time, and
they had the declaration of the hon. member
for Newcastle that the place was in the same
state now as it had been sixty years bhefore.
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It was therefore only reascnable tn suppose
that no great harm would be done by waiting
another six weekas or 8o.  There wus always a
right way, as well as a wrong way of deing
things, and the right way in this case was
for the matter to come up in the Estimates.

THE PreMIER : That may mean & delay of
o couple of wmonths.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH was still of opinion

. that the work should not he anthorised lLefore

the House had the Estimates before them. He
would suggest to the hon. member who moved
the wction that he should strike out the words
from “ ghould” in the first line to “for” in the
second line, with a view of inserting the words
“ place a sufficient sum of money on the Esti-
mates.” The resolution would then read .—
“ That in the opinion of this House, the
Government should place a certain sum of
money on the Estimatea for the construction
of the Park Road, &e.”

Tue PrEMIER: It cannot be dome.
had bettersupport the motion.

Me. ILLINGWORTH: If thiz conld be
done, he would most certainly vote agaiunst
the motion, He entirely objected to money
being epent in this way, If they had
any money to spend, let the Government ex-
pend it on urgent worke-—upon some of these
works be had brought under the notice of the
Premier that day. Unless it is to carry out
some really urgent works it was out of place for
them to pass a formal vote to carry out what
was practically a lexury road. If the Govern-
ment followed the cuatom he was used to else-
where they would eimply place a sum of
money on the Estimates for thie work, and
let the matter cowe before the louse in the
usual way. Under all the circumstances, he
hoped that the hon, member who had brought
this motion forward would see his way clear to
withdraw it, in order that the ordinary pro-
cedure might not be departed from,

Tae COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A. B. Richardson) said he really did not
think that the House committed itself in any
way whatever by pasaing this resclution. The
resolution simply eaid that the Government
should take steps to obtain the samnction of
Parliament to expend the money necessary for
the work, and the matter would hnve to come
before the House again.

Me. InrineworTH : The Treasurer has
already said if the motion is pussed he intends
to accept tenders right away.

Yon
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‘Tee Premier: I would accept the respon-
sibility of deoing so, that is all.

Tne COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A, R. Richardson) : The pussing of the
resolution would, of course, be an indication
that the House approves of the expenditure.

Mg, Leake: Oh, you bad better consult
your collengues. You are simply adrift.

Tue COMMISSIONER ©'F CROWN LANDS
(Hon. A_R. Richardson} : would then suffer all
the consequences of being adrift. If the
House was favorable to the construction of the
road, they should let the Government proceed
with it in the most economical way, and that
was by calling for tenders for the work. Thad
waa the fairest and wost open way of preving
that the work would be done at the lowest
posaible cost.

Mz, LOTON desired te point out that the
more hon. members discussed this subject,
the less notice they were tuking of the guestion
of what this rrad was going to cost.

THE Premisr: Itis to cost £5,000.

Mr. LOTON : Well then, they had no
rigkt to discuss the expenditure of snch a sum
of money, at this stage. Tt wae not & ques-
tion of whether the consiruction of the road
would be advisable or not, but he took the
game ground as the hon. membher for Perth,
and that was that if this sort of thing was
permitted now, there could be nothing to pre-
vent similar attempts being made by other
members in the future, in defisnce of what was
a proper and necessary practice. So far as
the resolationbefore the House was concerned,
the hon. member who brought it forward
should have been prepared to prove, on the
very threshold, that he could not wait two or
three weeks, becouse the work wnsg of such an
urgent charncter. There was no real sugges.
tion that the work was onme of this mnature.
There had heen o certain nmount of money
already voted for this work, and surely the
best thing to do would he to spend whatever
money the Government had in hand. The
sum of £3,000 which was held for improve.
ments in the Park would make a portion of
the road atany rate. It was quite possible
that so far as the construction of the road was
concerned, he (Mr, Loton) mightbe as strongly
in favor of it as any member of the House,
but there were other urgent works if it came
to a matter of mecessity, and to construct
them in the manner suggested would be to fly
in the face of the methods usually adopted,
and to entirely go out of their way to pass a
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motion which could well wait for the Estimates.
There was no reason why the proper course
should he departed Erom, and conrequently he
would oppose the motion.

Mg. JAMES hoped that membars who had
intended to support this motion would not
have their feelings on the subject warped *by
mere questions of formality, Tt was scarcely
right thal such young and inexperienced
members as the member for West Perth and
himself should be immedintely jumped upon,
us though in bringing this matter forward
they hud been guilty of doing something
terribly wrong, He would ask hon. members
to look at the substance of the wotion and not
of the mere form of it, and it was puraly on
the score of formulity that objection was being
raiged. After the Hon. the Speaker of the
Houge, the conduct of the business brought
before the House usually rested with the Gov-
ernment. If, as in this cage, the Governmont
was prectically bringing the mattor forward,
and the Speaker saw 1o reason to object on the
grounds that the procedure was improper,
members whe were otherwise in favor
of this road could very we'l overlook
what were after all mere mattera of form. Tt
was very often the case recently, for refer-
ences to be made to tbe City Council. The
country wus at present full of people who
wero positive they could run the affairs of the
country hetter than Parliament could, and
some peoplo also imagined they knew the
business of the City Council better than the
members of that body. No matter what part
of the country they would go to they would
alwnys find some people who knew how to run
gome one ¢lge’s business batter than theowners
themeelves did, and there was always some
fault being found. However, at the same time,
if the members of the City Council had failed
too utterly to carry out their work it wassome-
what surprising that the people appeared to
be confent, and that there was not a continual -
rush of new people coming before the rate-
payers. It might not be out of place for him
to suggest that the Perth City Council had
among its members those who were just as
emphatic as any member of the House, and it
was these gentlemen who should, at the very
least, be given tho credit of doing the very
best thing they could with the means at their
disposal. However, so far as this proposal for
the improvement of the Park waa concerned,
after going a certain extent, were they to stop
and look at the place in its presentstate for
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another sixty years. That it has heen much
the sume as it was that day, for nearly sixty
yeara, there could be no doubt, but the hon.
member for Nunnins and others were to be re-
mindd that the district in which Cue was, bad
done without a railway for sixty ycars alse,
but that was no sound argument why the
railway should not bs built now with as
little delay as posiblee If the mem-
bers of the House were poing to admit
soms of the srguments put forward,
they would simply odmit everything in
favor of the evils of procrastination. If the
Honse was in favor of the work being done,
they should let the Deprrtment proceed with
it at once. One eound reason for this wus in
the fnct that it was o recognised principle in
road-making that you should get as much
done in the winter months us possible. Mem-
bers hava said that this work should wait to
be dealt with in the Estimstes, but the Pre-
mier had informed them that evening that
the Estimates may not be brought dewn for o
couple of months. When they considered
how aggressive some members becamse over
itews in the Estimates—and he admitted that
he wasonaof these—it conld be seen that two or
three months might easily he occupied before
the question could be disposed of, if left to be
brought before the House in the usual course.
If members were agreed that the work should
be done, then let any mere technical objee-
tions be set aside. One speaker had referred
to the road us one of luxury, but he could not
adwit that this was a true term to apply, Of
late, whenever a proposition came up to do
apything in Perth, there was always n cry
that the work was a luxury. When a railway
station was about to be huilt, although it was
for the whole colony, as soon as the plans were
seen it was declared to he too claborate, but
gince the building was being completed, thesc
very same people were beginning Go think
that it was not elaborate enough. Tt would
not be out of place at this stage for him to
say that he had been to the Park, and he had
to warmly congratulate the Government on
the great improvements alrendy made. There
wza a great quantity of valvable firewood
there, and sowething would have to be done
with it. His friend, the member for Nunnine,
suggested thai as the City Council had carts,
and the cost of carringe would he so gread,

the weod might be given 6o the Corporation,
bhut probably the Government would be disin-

clined to adepl the suggestion. The hon.
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member for Perth had referred to the condi-
tion of Huntt-ytreet, hut a great deal of the
trouble hud arisen there in comsequence of the
Works Department blocking up the main
drain, snd preventing the water getting away
by the cemented channel. Tt was the action
of tho Department thut had nade this strect
worse thun it was before, aud under tho cir-
cumstances, as an alterution would cost a lot
of money, the Government could very
properly give the Council the necessary finnn-
cial assistance.

Mr. LEAKE failed to see where this resolu-
tion in any wuy involved considerntions,
conflicting  or otherwise, botween the
City Council and this Parlinment. The
general objection Lo the resolutiop wus that it
was favlty in priociple, and was to anable them
to spend woney Lefore it wae properly voted.
He was given to understund thut if the reso-
lution was passed the Premier would immedi-
ately enier tuto & contract for making this
road abt a cost of £2,000 o mile. It was open
for them fo say whether this cost was not
excessive. The House had been informed that
the road to be built was to take light traflic
only, und if 5o then Lhe simount of money they
were asked to puss must be excessive, The
Hon, the Commissivner of Railways had in-
formed then that the Government did not
approve of letting a contraet for the work
until they had the ‘muthority of Parlinmnent,
and it was o very artful dodge indeed for the
Government to make use of such a convenient
catspaw as the hon. wember for West Perth,
and he was very sorry indeed to find that hon.
member lending himself to be used in thut
manner,

THE PREMIER:
Government have ? )

Mr. LEAKE was sure the Government was
right enough, 'That went as a muatter of
course. They were quite right in getiing a
gzood old supporter like the representative for
Woest Perth to pull the chestnuts out of the fire.
Under no circumstances wounld he (Mr. Leake)
blame the Government for trying to get this
done. The only one he blamed was the hon.
member who had tried to do it. 'I'hey were
told that the matter would be brought before
the House later on, bué that in the meantime
the construction of the road was to be pro-
ceeded with. Whut possible use could there
he in objecting then? Members might say
£2.000 a mile was too much for the construc-
tion of a road, and the Government reply

What object could the
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wiyi thit the House had agrced o the
expenditure, and it was too late to object.
What was more, when they wanted to object
later on, they would be informed that the con-
tract had been entered into, and that it was
too late for any objection to be raised. It was
notonly n question that the road might be
made for £1,000 per mile, instead of £2,000 per
mile, but that what was proposed wus contrary
to the prineiples recognised in this House, and
he desired to protest agninst the House being
led into expending wny sum of mon:zy not
properly provided on the WKstimates, and
brought hefore the House in proper form.

Mz. HARPER moved, “That the debate be
adjourned, and that in the meantimo the
Government lay the specifications for this
roud on the table of the House,”

Motion put and passed.

Debate adjourned.

AGENT-GENERAL BILL.
Read a third time, and ordered to bLe Lrans-
witted to the Legislative Council.

CRIMINAL EVIDENCE BILL.
SECOND KREADING,

Me. JAMES: [ rise to move the secound
reading of this Bill. In dealing with this
mensure, [ may gay that [ am not anxious to
have the debate on the recond reading to-day.
My desire is to say n few words in explunation
of the more important features of the Bill, and
with tho object of clearly laying before mem-
bers what the effect of the Bill will be, should
it hecome law. ‘I'he mere wording of the Bill
will not show the Iny members of this House
what effect it will haveif it is passed. What
I should like would be that after I had ex-
plained the various sections I should continue
the second reading uddress on another occa-
sion—that is, if in any way the forms of the
House can allow the mover of a second reund-
ing to also move the adjournment of the
debate.

Tue SPEAKER : The hon, member can not
do that, but of course he has the right of
reply.

Me. JAMES : Certainly, Sir. The Bill as it
is now before the House is properly entitled
an Act to Amend the Law of Evidence, and
more especially the law of evidence incriminal
cases. [t provides the mears whereby a per-
son charged with any offence other than felony
aan become a competent witness, and also that
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in nll cases of a smeall nature or of snmmary
econvigtion, or in such cases where the punish-
ment only involves & small penalty, he may be
not only a competent witness, but a compel-
lable witness ag well. This gquestion of evi-
dence wus one treated within very narrow
limits by the common law itself until a fow
yeara ago. 1t wus only a few years dgo that
the Act wus passed by which in ordinary cases
nt common law & person sning or being sued
could offer himself ns a witness on his own be-
ha'f, In fact, it is within the reign of Her Ma.
jesty the Queen that the alteration in the faw
bas been made. In times prior to thisthe evi-
dence of any party in a suit was olways re-
garded with such strong suspicion that they
were not permitted to give evidence one way
or the other. It was only after a long fight
that the necessary alterations were made, and
since then there have been several Acts ampli-
fying the laws of evidence so far as they deal
with criminal cases. Sections have heen put
in muking either a plaintiff or & defendant in
a suit at common law competent and compel-
lable witnesses. In fact, the tendency of the
more recent alterations is to make any person
except in cases of felony, compellable to give
evidence if called upon. In the amended Act
of 1892 in this colony, which i3 really the Act
of 1881 of England, provision is wade wherehy
any persen charged with any offence other than
a felony has the right of giving evidence on
his own hehalf. Most of the Acts now-a-days,
where the conviction is summary, or the
penalty in the way of n small fine, make
provision for.the person so charged to be a
competent witness, What I desire to obtain by
this Act is that not only shall persons charged
with offences of this character be competent
witnesses, but thatthey also may becompellable
witnesses. Iwouldalso go to tha extent of mak-
ing them competent witnessesin casesof a more
gerious naturs, but we have been ao often ad-
vised not to go too far at onee, that I am pre-
pared to let the wider extension of the principle
be deferred. I thought that if we got this far
we could make other amendments later on,
when it wus proved by experience that the
previsions of this Act were having geod re-
sults. What hor. members should bear in
mind is, that by the principles of the law at
present, an accused person cannot be compelled
to give evidence unless in certain special cases
where legislation haa particularly provided for
it. Howaover, it will be Found thatif this power
to call on a defendant 1n many cases where
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the conviction is summary and for some smull
penalty, to give evidence, or for him to give
evidence on his own hehalf, is provided, it
will be largely availed of. Ope of the
sections of the Bill was to make a wife
a competent witness so tar as cases in which
her hueband was concerned, and the husband
a compétent witness in cases where the wife
was concerned. I propose thut in either of
these circumstunces the wife or hushand, pre-
viously debarred, shall be u competent, though
not a compellable witness. Sub-sections B and
C show ihe persons and the cases in which
evidence can be given, und at the swwe time
fully entitle apy party in a case who has been
cowpelled to give evidence to refuse to answey
uny question that in his opinion would in-
criminate him. ‘The exception to this is
aleo provided, and that is where a man on his
own motion elecls to go into a witness-box in
order to give evidemce that he is of good
character, and 50 on., Well, provision is made
by which he can be fully examined with a
view of showing that he is a bad character.
At present o man cunnot be gquestioned az to
prior convictions excepting in a certain
way, and this Bill makea provision
whereby, when the question of character
has been deliberately openmed up by the
man himself the Crown may show that he hes
been previously convicted, and i3 a bad
character. Im a case like that it would be the
man himself who opens up the question, and
he must suffer the consequences. Section 3
makes provision whereby in the event of o
person churged with any offence not electing
10 give evidence on his own behalf, neither
the judge nor counsel must draw any inference
from the refusal that would be prejudicial to
such a person. The mere fact of a man not
going inte a witness-box should not raise any
presumption of guilt againet bim. It may be
said, what is the use of Section 3, when the
jury themselves will take cognisance of the
fact that the man has nof given evidence, and
will draw their own conclusions ; but this
would not be a0, as their verdict must be upon
evidence and not upon mere inference. Itisn
well recogniced fact that a person must be
convicted on the evidence, and not on
any uassumption drawn from the refusal
of a man charged with an offence
to go into the witness-box.  Section 3
would Dot be u usecless one bubt most
valuable in certain cases, for while it gave o
person charged, the right to go into the wit-
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ness box, it also gave him the protection of
the judge and jury when he did not. elect to do
80. 'There are very many cases where the op-
portunity to go into the box would be taken
advantage of. The disqualifications resting
upon persons churged with even the most tri-
vial of offences, are nothing less than a sur-
vival of old and barbaric laws. They are in
reality tinged with the laws of olden {limes
when a person charged with an offence was not
permitted to give any evidence or proof of his
innocence, except such proof us cousisted in his
being able to walk over red hot bars of iron in
his hare dcet. 1t was nothing less thun a con-
tinusation of the old idea that. the only gues-
tion at issue in the trial of & person was
whether they were to have their throats
cut or be hapged. It has been a very
difficult mntter, even in Eogland, to bring
the question of evidence in criminal
cagses to the standard it occupies to-day.
In the present session of the House of
Lords, Lord Halsbury is endenvoring to pass u
mensure on the lines of the Bill now before
this Houge, and in the comments wade upon
Lord Halsbury’s proposals by the Law Times
wost fuvorable opinions are expressed, and the
mensure js supported. There are principles
in the laws of India, a8 well as of America,
that might well be infroduced here, but there
is, at any rale, nothing in the provisions of
the present Bill by which any injustice can
be done. At the present time there are many
gross injustices possible under the existing
system, and what this Bill seeks to remedy is
the etate of affairs under which o man charged
with some trivial offence under summary
jurisdiction, where the penalty is imprison-
ment in defanlé of paying some small fine,
cannot go into the witness-box and give evi-
dence just as freely as hecan go into the
witness-box and give evidence on his own
behalf if he is sued for £5 or £10 in the local
court. I would extend the principle so that
in these small cases a man charged with a
misdemeanor could be compelled to give evi-
dence. We wonld not then huve the law so
often held in contempt, and, what is more, we
would be able to get at the truth in a lot of
casey, Take for instance prosecutions under
the licensing laws. My experience is that it ia
well nigh impossible 1o get convictions, for the
reason that the evidence of the principal
witness cannot be secured. It is too much to
the interest of the parties concerned to make
thea collection of evidence un easy matter, and
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1 believe much good would be done if, in ' petent or compallable witness in cases of sum-

these cases, even the defendant could be
placed in the witness-box. The proposed
altarations have met with the approval of
many people competent to judge, and also of
many lawyers. Lord Halsbury is ore of the
Counservative Lord Chancellors, and I do hope
that the favorable comments mnde by the
leading law jowrnala will be borne in wind. 1
would agk hon. members to think this matter
ont for themselves, and not pay too much
attention to whai the lawyers may say. Let
hon. members simply agk themselves whether
it will not be more just for a person charged
with an offence to be permitted to make his
explanation to the judge nnd jury, instead of
practically being gagged. I do ask for favor.
ahle consideraiion of this Bill on the grounds
that it will not only remove injustices, but
will also do a great deul of good. I have
pleasure in moving that the Bill be read a
second time.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.Burt) :
I have no wish to ask the Houge not to read this
Bill a second time. It is quite open for hon.
members to form their own convictions. Itis
a matter that has evoked, for many years past,
different opinions from different people. The
present law .of evidence, as we find it in
criminal cases, is bused in large meusure upon
the weaknegs of human natwe. The proposi-
tion to allow a person charged with an offence
to give evidence on his own behalf, has always
been considered u proposal that will tend very
largely to the crime of perjury. It is only
natural, if & man thinks that by telling what
is untrue he can get out of the charge, for him
to tell it. Very fow paople in the present day
would hesitate to do it. With regard to the
dizability of the wife or husband, when either
of them is charged with a criminal offence, it
8 a very great indncement, while the law is as

t is—for the wife to come forward, and tell a
lic to save the husband, or tice versa; and
so for them to commit perjury. These are
considerations that have weight with those in
other places, who have no such proposai as
this, I know the hon. membher for East Perth
is very much in love with all new doctiines
and new noetrums. I do =mot wish
to oppose them if they are pood There
are some things we doubt to commend
an Act of this sort. Tha propoaal, for instance,
made in Section 2, with regard to summary
convictions, I think it is rather a good pro-
posal, to allow a hushand or wife to be a com-

mary conviction, though it is siwply a question
of inducement to commwit perjury in higher
courts, wbere the pnnishment is far more
serious. [ think in this case it would be well
to allow a husband or wife to give evidence.
Years ago, in this House, I eontended for this
principle in the Licensing Bill, and got inte
servious trouble in consequence. The only
thing I would say ns to the extension of mnis-
demeanors, ie that it will be an inducement to
commit perjury ; and further than that, very
often & person who is charged with an offence
may be innocent, and yet may be so greatly
embarrassed by being charged,as to be lad
to make statements, or say things,
not quite consistent with truth, and if he
did s0 when he got intc the witness-hoz, he
would be expected to substantiate what he
had said before. He has made a mistake, . and
got into a trouble that he would not have done
if he had held his tongue. 'The very fuct of a
person being competent by law to give evi.
dence on his own behalf, if he does not give
ovidence, raises suspicion ngainst himsgelf, An
innccent manisoften tongue-tied,und if he snys
anything, he gencrally says the wrong thing,
and 80 commits himself at once. If he says
nothing, the inference is at once drawn that he
has got nothing to say. If you see a man
churged with an offence who has nothing te
say for himself, you must noi refer to it, ne-
cording to the provision in this Bill. You
must not say to the jury: Gentlemen, if this
mon were innocent, ha would have told us all
about it. Bub the counsel may get up in court
and suy: Gentlemen,I make no comnuntupon
the fact that the prisomer, who might have
given evidence in his own behalf, has said
nothing. Or he could look at him with a very
ominous silence, more eloguent than a speech
of an hour's duration. The very fact of this
third section pointing out thali difficulty
suggests the attention of the hon. member for
Enst Perth had been drawn to that point. I
do not, however, intend to oppose this Bill,
if the sense of the House is in favor ofit;
with regard fosummary proceedings, I am in
favor of it. AG the same time I do not know
that 1t is the law in aoy other colony.

Mg: LeagE: Yes it is, in South Australia
and New Zealand.

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : I nlways except New Zegland. With
regard to misdemeanors in a superior court,

- it is a good system, because a maojority of the
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casey tried in the Supreme Court rre felonies.
Any larceny is felony. >tealing gouds and
chattels. I say it is a good principle for mia-
demeanors, [ do not see why it should not be
good for minor offencea. 'I'he more scrious
the offence, the more the induceiment to com-
mit perjury, and that is the case for this Bill.
I am not sure that in couscquence we shall not
havea great denl more perjury in our courts
than we have now. T mention these things with
a view of inviting hon. wembers to considir
whut will be the effect if they accept this Bill.
T am in favor of the parts dealing with sum-
mary proceedings ; but of the other parts Eam
in doubt as to whether we shall be doing right
to accept them, sceing they are not the inw
in England. Hon. members can form their
own opinions as well as I can. I do not move
any ohjection to the Bill.

Me. JAMES: In explanation I may say I
cvidently misled the Attorney-General in
reference to the restriction to misdemeanors.

Mr. LEAKE: As the Bill before the House
involves the consideration of imany particulars
of great bmportance, T move the debate be
now ndjourned.

Question put and passed,

Debate adjourned aceordingly.

ARBITRATION BILL.

SECOND READING.

MR JAMES: This Bill, I think, will con-
mend iteelf to every hen, member of the
House. [tis ropicd frotm the Eunglish Act of
1880, I think. It has since then been copied
in all the colonies of Australasia; and I believe
it is copied into the Statute Books of other por-
tiops of the British dominions. It praclically
codifies the lnw of Arbitration. The law as
contained in the English Acts 53 and 54 is
very unsatisfactory. Those Acts have not
been adopted here, though as a rule we act
under them. 'L'he reason that cominended
this Bill to the English Parliament wili
apply with greater force here. There the
Stutute law was clear on the matter,
whereas here there has always been doubt
as to how far the law applies. 'Fhe firsl
elause of the Bill is merely fortual. ’'Lke only
alteration is thut the submission mmst be in
writing. Clause 2 deals with references by
consent cub of Coart. ‘LThat phrase applies te
al! the submissions, which are usually called
arbitrations. Heferences made in Court are
generally called refevences. Clause 3 will he
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found mosl useful by the commercial part ot
the comwunity; it provides what shall be
implied in a sebmission. Clanse 5 males pro-
vision for a stay of legal proccedings when
a person has agreed to go te arbitration.
Clanse 6 gives power to the Court, in certain
cases, to appoint an nmpire. Clause 7 states
what is to be done when a vacancy arises.
Clause 8 deals with the powers of arbitratora,
Clause 9 refers to the subpening of wit-
nesses. Clauses 10, 11, und 12 deal with powers
in connection with awards, Cluusge 13 makes
the award of the snme effect as a general order
of the Supreme Court. 'That prevents anyone
taking legal proceedings. When you get an
award, you are in the same position as if you
had got an order from the Supreme Court.
Clause 14 provides that the arbitrators’ fees
way b taxed. Those fees have to be taxed
after ppyment i3 made, because the amount
has to be paid lLefore you can tuke up the
award. Supposo you bave two arbitrators.
and an umpire, in o case of arbitration ; they
simply state the grosssum, without giving any
particulars of the exact work done;
and unless you pay the nmount you ennnot get
the nward. Provision is also made for taxing
before payment. The following clauses of the
Bill deal with matters of detail. T do not
think it requires wany words of mninc to com-
mend this Bill to the attention of the House.
It consolidatus the law as at present existing.
I do not know of any law that needs more at-
tention than this, and I sball be glad to see
this Bill become nn Act. 1t will give satis-
faction to those inside the law, and those out-
side, too, who want to have nenmmary method
of deciding disputes, and still keep out of
Court. T move the second reading of thie
Bill.

Tue ATITORNEY - GENERAL (Houn. S.
Burt) : This Bill has my most hearty support.
It is an Act thut is very much required here,
The hon. member said it is one that has found
a place in the Statute Books of all the other
colonies. I would ask him to allow me to do
this with regurd to this Bill, and also the Purt-
nership Bill: to ask the House to refer them
to o Select Committee, nnd for this reason—it
would be guite uninteresting to the hon. mem-
bers of the House to hear the hon. member
and mysclf bandying words on legal watters
acrosa the floor of the House. 1 have no in-
tention of opposing the Bill, but propose to
refer it to a Sclect Comunittee of the legal
members of the House, who might then settle
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their difficulties and come here and tell the !
Houie what the position really is. L awm in
very hearty accord with the object of the i

Bill.

Bil) read & second time.

The ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8. Burt)
moved that the Bill be referred to a Select
Committee.

Motion put and passed.

A ballot having been taken, the following
members, in addition to the inover, were elected
to sexve upon the Commitlee :—Mr. James,
Mr. Leake, Mr, Loton, and Mr. Randell.

Ordered—1T'hat the Committea report to the
House on Tuesday, 30th July.

At 630 pm,, the House adjourned for an
hour.

At 730 p.m. the House resumed.

PANWTNERSHIY BILL.

SECOND READING.

Mk, JAMES : 'Thig Bill, which is intended
to consolidate and amend the luw of partuer-
ship, i a Bill which I uin sure will commend
itself to the House, in the sume way as the
Arbitration Bill has done. As the Attorney-
General has thrown out e desire that the same
courae be adopled with regard to the present
Bill as was adopted in the case of the Arbitru-
tion Bill-—that is, that it be referred to u
Select Committee—I do not propose to say but
a very few words indeed upon it, in moving its
second reading. 'The Billis divided into two
part4, the first part being a consolidation of
the existing legislation dealing with partner-
ships, while the other part, and the
wore important part of the Bill—important
lecause it is new—deals with questions of
limited partnerships. The other portions of
the Bill may be said to be un exact counter-
part of the provisions of the Partnerahip Act
framed by Baron Pollock, with the ussislunce
of Lord Justice Linley, with the addition, as [
have said, of the somewbat novel features re-
Iating to limited partnerships. A Bill of this
nabure was introduced into thu House ot Com-
wons on two or three different occasions, but,
owing to press of other work, it was not pussed-
into law; and the novel part of the present
Bill—that is, Part LV, relating to limited
partnerships—was noi included in the Act
passed in England. ‘I'be object of that partof
the Bill (as members will see on reference to

{17 Jocy,

Claunse 60, and the subaequent clauses) is to
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limit the liability of a partner in respect of the
debts und obligations of his firm. Thisliability
is  limited to the amount which the
partver has contribnted, or undertaken to con-
tribute, to the partnership property. At
present no sich limitation exists; and in
order to participate in the provisions of this
Bill it is necessary that the limited partner-
ship shail be registered. If a partnership is
not registered under this Act, every partner
in the firm will still Le deemcd to be a general
partner, and his liability will not be limited
in respect of the partnership debts. The
advantage of this new principle is this: that
every person who enters o firm us a partoer
will know exactly, by the amount be has con-
tribated, what his liabilities are with regard
to the firm’s debts and obligations, A limited
puactoer, however, shall have no right to
take part in the management of the partner-
ship business, except a5 an agent ncting under
express authority from the geperal partuner,
Nor will he have authority to bind the firm.
Neither will ba be entitled to a voice in the
decision of matters relating to the ordinary
course of the business, In other words he
will be merely a sleeping partner. His ¢on-
sent, however, will be necessary before any
new gencral partuer is admitted into the firm.
Clause 66 provides tbat the consent of the
genersl partoner or partners, ounly, shall be
required to exempt a limited partner from
liability to account to the firm for any benetit
derived by him from anry transaction
concerning the partnership. The limited
partoer will not be restrained from competing
upon hia own account with the business of
the firm of which he is a limited partner only.
It is proposed that these lmited partnerships
ghall be entered into for a fixed term, and the
parfnership canmot be dissolved before the
expiration of that term, unless all the partner-
ship debts are paid, or unless ull the unpaid
creditors of the firm consent to the disselution,
This consent must be in writing. Any disso-
Jution of a partnership contrary to these pro-
visions will render the limited partners liable,
a8 general partners, for all the firm’s debis
and obligations. ‘The death of a limited

partoer, or the alicnation of his in-
terest in the partnership by the opera-
tion of law, wiil not dissolve a part-

nership as between the surviving partners,
With regard to bankrupteies, it is only the
general partner or partners in a hunited paet-
pership who are te be lisble to be made
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bankrupts in respect of the dealings or liabili-
ties of such partnerships. Assoon us a limited
partnership has been registered, and the con-
tribution of the limited partner becomes due,
unless he pays up his contribution he wuy he
sued for it by the peperal partner or partners;
and a limited pariner, during the continuance
of the partnership, is not to draw out or
receive back any pwt of his contribution.
With the exception of the provisions | huve
indicated, the general rules applicable to the
law of partnership willapply. Personally I am
in favor of upplying the principle ndopted
by the limited liaLility Act to every partner-
ship. I cannot see what lobjection there can
be to limiting the linhility of paripers to the
amount of their contributions. If it is a good
privciple to apply te ten ov fifteen or twenty
people who chose to form thewselves into a
limited linhility company, is it not an equally
good principle tu apply to two or three per-
sons who enter into partnership together? 1
may sny that the principle of this Bill has
been adopted in Germany, in Switzerland, in
Holland, and, I think, in France, and also in
gevera] States of Amerien. T'bis principle of
limited partnership, aowever, is one that
applies itself more to the commercial
commupity  than to lawyers, and T
commend it to bthe consideration of those
hon. members who ure concerned in
wmercantile affairs, Personally, I sm not par-
ticularly wedded to Part IV. of the Bill; I
ghould like to see the prineiple extended
further. I believe it isa valuable principle, and
although it is a novel principle so far as
English legislation is concerned, I see no
earthly reason why we should not adopt it on
that account. If the principle commends itself
to hon. members, 1 do not think we should
object to it merely Lecause it is a novel prin.
ciple, or an untried principle, or because there
may be some uncertainty or some dificulty in
the firet instance in putting it into operation.
Many complaints are now made by men who go
into business without any idea of Lhe amount
of their liability as partners, aud this Bill will
assist them in thal respect, and I think its
provisions will be found extremely useful.
For that rewson I commend them to the
House, and now move that the Bill be read a
second time,

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : 1 may say at once that [ have no oh-
jection whatever to the first part of the Bill;
on the contrary I am inclined to thank the
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hon. member for having taken the tronble of
introducing the Bill. But with regurd to that
part of the Bill dealing with limited partner-
ships, T must say I am not in love with the
idea at all, I do not think the principle has
been andopted in any Knglish possessions, at
any rate. As the hon. member enys, the prin-
ciple involved ia onc that is yerhaps more for
the considerntion of the mercantile community
than the members of other professions. But we
are such u swall community in this colony
that [ think we might well allow somebody
else to try this principle first. I do not think
we need make experiments in this direction
yeb, und start with this new description of
partnership, until nt any rato we have an op-
portunity of seeing how the thing works else-
where.  All the provisions of Lthis part of the
Bill ave very novel, and I draw the attention of
those members who are engaged in trade to
them. With regurd to the Bill itself, I pro-
pose, if it is read a second Lime, to adopt the
snme course with regurd to it as 1 did with re-
gard to the Arbitration Bill, and that is to
allow it to be submitted to tho consideration of
a Select Committee—the same committee, if
you like, ns the other Bill has been referved to.

Mer, LEAKE: S0 far as the prineciple of the
Bill is concerned I am entirely with the hon.
member who introduced it; but, like the
Attorney-General, I approach the cousidera-
sion of Part LV, with u certain amount of wis-
giving, to suy the least ofit. I do not wish to
condemn the principle introduced in thut part
of the Bill (the ‘imited partnership principle),
but simply to suggest that it is a principle that
is open to eriticiam. It secmns 1o me somewhat
dangerous to introduce an entirely new prin-
ciple into the law of partnership, which may
possioly give rise to a conflict of law. The
law of linbility which exists at the present
moment in this, as well as other British
possessions, is practically the sume na
the law which obtains in England;
and, cunsidering the oxpansion of our trade,
and that the contracts entered into between
partners here will not necessarily be limited
to parties vesiding in the colony, I think we
should be careful, in introducing this novel
proceeding, that we do not prejudice outside
parties, and so prejudice ourselves. If we
raise obstacles and difficulties in the way of
contracte and partnerships we may do our-
selves coasiderable injury. OFf course it iz a
very comprehensive subject to deal with, apd
I do not desire to throsr cold water upon the
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mensure, until we have had the matter
thoroughly diacussed and threshed out amongst:
ourselves in Seleet Committec. It ia not
necessarily o Lawyer’ Bill—in fact, it is not
poaitively a Lawyer’s Bill ; it is pre-eminently
one for the mercantile and trading community
to cuonsider.
members of the House who are
in trade will give vs the benefit of their
advice and experiemnce, in arriving at what
ahould be the proper conclusion upon the
merits of PartIV. of the Bill.
approach the consideration of the subject with
congiderable interest and with an open mied,
and with o desire to nrrive at a proper and
juab conclusion upon the merits of this new
principle sought to be introduced into onr
poartnership laws. I intend te support the
second reading of the Bill,

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

Tae ATTORNEY . GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) moved that the Bill be referred to a
Select Committee. -

Tae SPEAKER: Unless there is any objec-
tion mwade, I think you might move that it be
referred to the same Select Committes as the
Avbitration Bill. We ghould not then require
to ballot for the Committee.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon, 8.
Burt): Iwill doso. I move that the Bill be
referred to the same Select Committee as has
been appointed to conmsider the Arbitration
Bill

Motion put and passed.

JUSTICES APPOINTMENT BILL.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 1—Short title :

Put and and passed.

Clanse 2—Interpretation :

Put and passed.

Clause 3—Justices already appointed to be
justices for the whole cotony:

Put and passed.

Clause 4—*From and after the passing of
“this Act, justices of the peace shall be
“appointed and nssigned to keep the peace in
“euch district, and may be aseigned Ly a
* Commission under the Seal of this ¢alony, in

[17 Jory, 1895.]

I shall be glad, myself, if °
intervested -

T shall myself :

“ the form contaived in the Schedule to this
. small—[ Mg, [LLivaworTH : They will grow.]

« Aet, or to the like effeet.”

Me. LEAKE asked the Attorney-General
whether this would do away with Jthe neces-
sity of publishing the Commission in ezteuso as
is done now.
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Tae ATTQORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S
Burt) : I thiek not.

Me. LEAKE: What I man is this: under
certain circumstances & frech commission is
isaued, conlaining a whole list of justices ap-
pointed since the year One, with perhapsa few
names left out, which is a convenient way of
getting rid of them. I take it that won’t be
necessary now f

Tre ATTIRNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : The same procedure will upply aiter
the passing of this Bill, and a subsequent sec-
tion deals with the subject.

Clanse put and passed.

Clanse 5—Justices need not be sworn again
when & new commission i issuned:

Put and paassed.

Claunse 6—Jurisdiction of justices:

Put and passed.

Clanse 7—Justices not to act as coroners
except in their own districts:

Put and passed.

Clause 8&—* Every member of the Exacutive
Council, every Judge of the Swpreme Court,
every Chnirman of General Sessions, and every
Police or Resident Magistrate shall, by virtue
of his office, and without any further commis-
sion, appointment, or authority than this Act,
bea Justice of the Peace of and for the whole
colony.”

Me. ILLINGWORTR moved, us an amend-
ment, that after the words * Resident Magis-
trate” the words "or Muyor of any city or
municipality” be inserted, 1t was customary
in Victorin and other placez that the person
holding the position of Mayor should also be,
ex officio, a justice of the peace; and it was
useful and convenient in many respects that it
should be so.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir F. Forrest): ¥
hardly thooght the amendment would meet
with the upproval of the House, becanse on
two ocunsions lawt session the same proposal
was rejected. Personnlly he had no particnilar
objection toit. He recognised most fully that
o mon elected by his fellows to the respon-
sir le position of mayor of o town, or head of
a municipality, was, as a rule, a man who was
also fitted to be u justice of the peace. But
it must be remembered that in this colony, as
yet., many of our municipalities were very

—and he questioned whether the proposal of
ithe hon. member would Le very popular even
amongst those persons who were likely to be-
come Mayors. He had himsclf heard some of
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these gentlemen say they would prefer not
to come under this ex ofiicio appointinent, and
to ba justices only while they were in office;
they preferred 0 be appointed, if sppointed
at nll, by the Govaernor, and appointed for

life. The Government, however, had
no very strong views on  the subject.
He was aware that some resolutions to

thiz effeet had been passed at the Muni-
cipul Confercnce, hut he was also aware
that & good many of the resolutions at that
Conference were passed without those who
voted For them caring very much sbout them,
He thought that remark would apply to this
particular resolution. As & rule, if a mayoror
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chairman of a municipality was o good man,
and fitted for the pnsition of a justice, he was

appointed.  Bat somwctimes a wman might not
be fitted for the position,
was the fault of the ratepayers in putting
such a man in office.
not think there was any necessity for adopt-
ing this amendment, at present at any rate.
No doubt the time wounld come when the
mayors of our larger towne at any rate would
be also justices of the peace during their term
of ofice, but he did not think it was worth
while to press the matter at the present
moment.

On the whole, he did | City of Perth or our chief towns, the hon.

He recognized it
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Judicial bench, ex officiv. Again, it would he
an invidious distinction to appoint a man a
justice merely for the year he was in office,
and then let him eink into merited or un-
merited oblivion. Once a man got on the
commisgion of the peace he ocught to he good
enough to he kept there. He did not think
that, with onr small municipalities, where

the nrea of gelection i  necessarily
smedl  and  rvestricted, it would be
wise to make this provision. We might

now and again get a man ocenpying the posi-
tion of mayor, who, however admirably quali-
fied he might be for cleaning drains wnd ull
that sort of work, was not quite good enough
for the adminisiration of justica.

Mg, CLARESON said he quite agreed with
the Premier and the hon. wember for Albany
on this guestion. If the hon. member for
Nannine had confined his amendment to the

member would have had his support. But, in
these “ moving days™ (as they were c¢alled)
we had so many lttle niunicipalities springing
up all over the country, that it was quite

. posgible that the person holding the position

Me. LEAKE said he was in accord with the

Premier on this oceasion. If the object was
to appoint the present mayor of Perth a justice
of the peace, he really thought he would havae
supported the amendment, that gentleman
being well kncwn for his civic hospitality.
But he did not think it would be wise to make

it a rule thai every mayor of every petty little .

township should also be a justice of the peace
by virtue of his office, whether he was fitted
for the position or not. Tha Mayor might be
a very smull man, in keeping with his town-
ship, or he might be a very big man in
keeping with the size of his district; but
it wag quite possible he might not always
be a person whom ope would like to see on
the magisterial beach. He might, for instance,
be o person particularly interested in the
licensing laws, and it would never de to have
a mayor who wns directly and personally in-

. be left to the Government of the day.

of mayor or chairman of the municipality
would not ba a suitable person to act asa
justice of the peace.

Mz. LEFROY thought the appointment of
justices was a responsihility that might well
‘The
position of a justice was not merely an hono-
rary one; it was desirable that the person
appointed should be capuble of doing certain
work, and should be prepared to discharge his
magisterial duties. A mayor appointed ex
aficic wonld bardly have time to become
acquainted with his duties ag a justice hefore
he had to retire from the position, when his
term of office expired.

M. A. FORREST failed to sce that any
good reason had been given for nat accepting
the amendment. The members of the Munici-
pal Copference unanimously agreed to the
proposal, uxcept two of them who werealready
on the commission of the peace. Surely to

. goodness if the people of the town elect a

terested in the licensing law too intimately

connected with the judicial bench. Then again
they might perhaps have a mayor who,though
a worthy man in every other respeet, might
be summoned for assault to-day, and fined
forty shillinga to-morrow. [t would not be o
good thing to have that sort of man on the

gontleman as their mayor it was only
reasonable to suppose that he would be
s person fitted for the poaition. He did
not care whether this provision was inserted in
the present Bill or in the Municipal Bill, but
it ought to I’e oserted somewhere, after the

‘ representationa that had been wade on the

subject Ly the Muniecipal Conference. He
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thought the Government wight well ugree to
this honor being conferred upor the different
municipalities. He did not think they would
be likely to find many Mnyors whe would be
any discredit to the position, These appoint-
menta a9 now made were not so very select
that the Government need to be alarmed on
that point.

Mr. ILLINGWORTH said the arguments
used ngninst the proposal had utterly failed to
earry conviction to his mind, ‘I'he basis of
them was that the Government of the day, at
headquarters, were hetter able tojudge of the
qualifications of the men to be appointed ns
justices than the people who elected these
men to fill the high and responsible
positions of wmayors of their towns.
There was a doctrine which he was not
prepared to subscribe to, He had no par-
ticular wish to press his amendment if the
Government were adverse to it, but no valid
argnments had been urged against the pro-
posal, and he thought the Attorney General
might well accept the suggestion, which he
was sure would be received with favor
throughout the country.

Me. RANDELL said, if wayors were to be-
come justices of the peace by virtue of their
office, he thought they ought to carry the prin-
ciple further, and apply it to the chairmen of
Roads Boards, who, in muny paris of the
colony, occupied quite as responsible a position
as the chairman of the Municipality. Per-
sonally, however, he waa not in fuvor of the
proposal before the committee.

Mg, WOND gaid he oppused the proposal
lnst year, and he was opposed to it now.
He thenght if o man was good enough
for a justice he ought to remnin in that
“position for life, or during good behaviour,
and should not be subwitted to the indignity
of having to give up the position when his
yeor of office expired. He fhonght it wos
better to leave the responsibility on the Gov-
ernment of deterwining whoe should Le ap-
pointed justices, and that when men were
appuinted to thut position they should con-
tinne there for life, or until they did some-
ihing $o worrant their removal. He «id not
think there was any rengon to complain ahout
the number of persons who weve nppointed
justices in this colony; nnd, if the wayor of
a town was A decent man at all, he was alimost
sure to be appointed a magistrate, wnless
there was some manifest ohjection to it.

[17 Jouv, 1895.]
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Amendment put, and negutived on the
voices.

Clauge put and passed.

Clouse 9—Governor muy prohibit justices
from acting as such:

Put and passed.

Clouse 10— No justice of the peace shall be
disabled from acting in the due discharge and
execution of his duties as snch justice, in ony
matter relating to any city or twn, by reason
only of his being a vatepayer, or u member of,
or interested in, the concerns of the corporation
of any such city or town.” :

Mpg. LEFROY thought the same provision
should be made to upply to justices who might
be wembera of Roads Boarw., nnd who without
some such provision as this might be debarred
from faking any part in the adjudication of
cases which concerned the roads of a distviet,
but whose presence on the bench might be
very useful.

Tue ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon, 5.
Burt}, in order to meet the suggestion of the
hon. memmber for the Monre, moved that the
words * or Ronds Board District” be inserted
after the word “ town,” in the third line.

The amendment was put: and passed, as also
some verbal consequential amendments.

Mr. A. PORREST said if this clause wna in-
tended to encoarage mayors who were justicea
of the peace to sit on the Bench to deal with
breaches of the municipal regulations, those
who offended ngninst those regulutions would
not have a happy time of it. Owners of
stray cows, and other offenders would have
reasun to expect that they would not receive
very lenient treatment.

Clause, as amended, put wnd passed.

The remaining clanses and the schedule were
agreed to sub-silentio.

New clauses:

The ATTORNEY- GENERAL (Fon. &
Burt) moved that the following New Clause

' he added to the Bill .—

11. Every act done or purporting to have
heen done by or hefore a justice of the peace
shall be taken to have been done within his
jurisdiction, without an allegation to that
effect, unless and ontil the contrary is
shown.

Put and passed.

ThHe A'TTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. §.
Burt) woved that the Following New Clause
be ndded to the Bill.—

12, No act done by a justice shall be jnvalid
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merely by reason of the fact that at the time of
doing such act he was outside the limita of his
juriadiction,’and it shall not he necessary that
any conviction, order, Jor Jother proceeding
ghould appear to be made or done within the
geographical limits of the jurisdiction of the
justice making or doing the same.

Put und prased.

Tue ATTORNEY --GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) moved that the following New Clanse
be added to the Blll.—

14. A warrant of commitment or of remand
shal] be vulid throughout the colony netwith-
standing that thegaol or'other place to which
the defendant]is’ committed ‘or remanded, or
any place into orithrough which,_he”is taken
by virtue of the warrant, is outaide the limits
of the jurisdiction of the justice by whom the
warrant isjgranted.

Put and passed.

Preamble and title:

Agreed to.

Bill veported with amendments,

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY
ADMINISTRATOR.
ASSENT TO BILLS.

The following wmessage was delivered to
and read by Mr. Spenker:—

Auex. C. OnsLow,

Administrator.

The Adwinistrator has the honor to inform
the Legislative Assembly that he has this day
assented, in her Majesty’s name, to the follow-
ing Bills:—

* An Act to repeal cerfain export duties.”

" An Act to establish o Standard of time in
‘Woestern Australia.”

“ An Act to confirm certain expenditure for
the year ending 30th June, one thoumsand
eight hundred and ninety-four,”

“An Actto regulate and restrict the wear-
ing of naval and military uniform-.”

“An Act to regulate the interest poyable to
depositors in the Post Office Savinga Bank.”

Government House, Perth, 17th July, 1893,

THE

MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS BILL.
SECOND BEADING.

Tur ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : In rising to move the second reading
of this Bill, T feel hound to suy we are in the
presence of an old friend. The Bi!l wasintro-
duced in 1898, in consequence of a resclution

L3
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of this House, passed in 1892, asking the Go-
vernment to doso. The Bill in 1893 was read
o second time, at o comparatively late date in
the session ; T think at the end of August, and
wasg then laid aside and not proceeded with in
committes. In 1894 the Bill was again intro-
duced, and agreed to by both Houses, except
upon two points. The chief point being the
rule relating to the valuation of ratable pro-
perty. The House will remember, we spent a
very considerable time in committee over these
tluwuses; as they did also in another place, and
so the Bill went backwards and forwards
severa] times. The question as to its merits
was faitly well threshed out; and I trus$ on
this occasion the House will without delay
poss the second reading,and thatthe committee
stage may be got through in a comparntively
short space of time. It is only seven
monthg ggo sinee this Bill left our hands,
and I do not suppose that many hon. members
have changed their minds upon the question
gince then. I fee] therefore on this occasion
I need say hut little, except for the benefit of
any new wmembers of the House. This Bill
consolidates ol $he ofher Municipal Acts, and
I think they number thirteen. Part 2 of the
Bill contains the Constitution of Municipali-
ties. A new feature in it provides Lbat the
Governor-in-Council may declare or proclaim
apy town or locality n mmunicipality where
there is sufficient rateable property within
their boundary to yield an income of £300 n
year, from a shilling rate. It also gives
power to the municipality to appoint commit-
tees and sub-committees. Parts 3 and 4
largely deal with electors and their gualifica-
tions. These are much the snme as under the
present Municipal Act. Part 5 provides for
the election of the Council; and deals with
the votes of the electors Eor mayor ond’
suditors. Electors may have from omne to
four votes as nt present. e have intro-
duced in Part 5 for the firat time, the system
of election by ballot, which I think is a
dirtinet improvement on the old system. We
also provide numerous cluunses against bribery
and corruption. Part 6 deals with the powers
and duties of the Council, which are very much
extended, Part 7 denls with the financial part
of the machinery. What is new in that dires-
tion is this, a apecial audit may bhe appointed
by the Goverror-iu-Council, or on the petition
of fifty ratepayers, or hy any creditor of any
municipality. Tn the ease of a special audit
directed by the Govermor-in-Courcil, the Go-
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vernwent has to pay the expenses. In that of
a petition of ratepayers the municipality does
it ; and in the case of a creditor demanding it
the expenses are paid by the creditor. In part
7, the cluuses relating to rating are from 154
to 161.  All rates are to be struck upon the
annual value of the property. Clause 155 lnys
down certain rules as to’the mode of making
that valuation. The first rule being, “ the
annunal valne of any vateahle land shall he
deemed to be a sumy equal to the fall, fair,
average estimated amount of rent at which
such land might reasonably be expected to let
from year to year, with a deduction of
ten per cent, for repairs, ete.” That
clause wns settled after a gond deal
of debate, aod some rwendments. The
next rule is, * the capital value of rateable
land shall be taken to be the probable and
rersonable price at which such Jand in fee
simple, exclusive of improvements, might be
expected to sell at the time when valued for
the purposes of this Act.” The third rule is
the annual vilue of rateable land, which as
occupied shall in uo case be deemed to be less
three ponnds per centum upon the fair capital
villne of the fee simple thercof. Eule 5 pro-
vides for a mimum which shalli he a capital
value of not less than £30, or an annoal value
of not less than £210s. I think this clanse
155 a very valuable clause indeed. Inspeak-
ing of these rules, for ascertaining what is the
annnal value of property, nnd also its capital
value, T wonld like to remind the House that
section 3 is one upon which much discussion
took place both here and elsewhere. The
Government have retained the figures inserted
by the Legislative Couneil 1ast year, but they
hold thzmselves at liberty to deal with those
figures as they think best. In all probability
[ shall move an amendment to incrense the
amount, becauvse we believe it is a litile too
low. Asa rule, I think property should pro-
ducs 2 little more than three pounds per cent.
on ils capital value. T think three and
@ half or perhaps four, would be the proper
figure to insert in rule 3. We left the figures
in the Bill, becguse we wished the House to
see the exact point at which we had arrived
lzst year; und so that the gnestion should noi
he prejudiced by any new figures inserted.
The Hon, the Commissioner of Crown Lands
reminds me that the next sub-section fixes it
at 7§ per cent., but I may say that is upon
unoccupied land. We reduced that from 10

to 75 per cent. As | said lefore, we
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have fixed the minimnm capital value at £30
and the annual value at £2 10s. This Bill is
an exuct print of the Bill ng it came here from
the Legislative Council last yesr, with two
exceplions, 1 wish to say that, so that hon-
members may know exactly where they are,
If the Government had attempted to alter this
Bill, over so little, it might have confused hon.
members who would not have kmown how
far the Bill had their concurrence; hut
this is exnctly as it came back from the
Legislative Council, with their amendments,
which we approved. This print is exoactly
as this House approved it, with the ex-
ception of a small paragraph in the sec-
tion dealing with the power of the Council
to make byelaws. It is in Clauge 99,
at sub-section 27, “requiring and regulating
the pninting of all lamp-posts, bridle-posts,
talegraph, telephone, and electric lighting
poles, and for compelling the remwoval of any
such poles wh ch may be bent, dangerous, un-
sightly, or not in use.” That is new, and is
all that is new, with the exception of the in-
gertion of the word “camels,” in sab-section
30 of clause 99. The Couneil will have power
to prohihit the lending or riding of camels in
any particular street. With those two trifling
exceptions, the Bill is an exact print of that
which the Houae agreed to lnst year. I hope
on this occasion we shall not have need to
spend weeks in committee upom this Bill, I
would remnind hon. members, we have been
through it now for two conmsecutive years; in
fact, we have copaidered it for three yeors. 1
move the second reading of the Bill.

Mr. LEAKE: I do not, of course, intend to
oppose the Bill, becanse it must pass in some
shape or form, I do desire to draw atten-
tion to one particular, which seems fto
me to be u blight upon the Hill. Hon.
members will remember that during the
progress of this Bill through committee, I
aad one or two others, took exception to
those provisions which enable a Municipal
Council to distrain for rates. The A ttorney-
General said it was too late in the session to
make any alterntion then. T do mot wizh to
imply that the Attorney-General agreed with
the viewsa I expressed. I merely refer to thia
at the present moment, 8o that hon. members
may be prepared far n debate when we get
into Committee. One of my chief arguments
against distraints is this; it lets in that un-
fortanate and unusual principle of making
one man pay another man’s debts; which is
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very hard indeed, So long as we can secure
payment te the municipality of ratea, I do not
think we need trouble ourselves about any-
thing else. The rates shonld be o charge upon
the land. When a person takes a honse in all
good faith, and in thorough ignorance of what
hos gone before, with perhaps a year's rates
in arrear by the previous tenant, it is not
right that he should be liable to bave o dis.
tress put into his house within a short time
for another person's defanlt,

M=z. A. Foreest: It has never been done,

Mg. LEAKE: I say it has been done. Tt
is my iotention to debate this question, and I
really hope the hon. member for West Kim-
berley, who representa the municipality of
Perth, will consider this matter seriously,
because it is really a most important prin-
ciple. Many of ws disagree altogether
with the landlord’s right to distrain. But
to carry this principle on to the mumici-
pality is going altogether too far. I shall
certainly raise a debate in Committee on this
subject. I could talk about it for an hourand
a-half, but I am sure hon. members do not
want to hear me at that length to-might. T
promise, them, however, [ shall discuss this
question, and if necessary at great length;
and if hon. members will listen to arguments
and are prepared to be convinced, I am sure
they will agree with me.

Bill read a second time.

ATNOURNMENT.

At 9.52 p.m. the House adjourned until July
18th*at 4.30 p.m.

[ASSEMPBLY.]

Railway Service Uniforms.

TengisTntite RQsuemblp,

Thursday, 18th July, 1895,

Steamers not calling at the port of Dougarra— Rail-
way Service Cuiforms Coutract—Overtiue, elc.,
Aceountant's branch, Public Works [Department
-~8etcerage Scheme for Perth—/fmprovement of
Brickfields, East Perth—Duties on Estaies of
Deceased Persons Bifl ; firsi reading— Retura ve
Homestead Blocks—Return  ve  Agrienlturel
Areas—Justices Appointment Bill; third reed-
ing—Licensed Suvveyors Bill; dn commiliee—
Message from His Excelltncy: Swupply—Sus-
pension of Standing Orders—Supply Bill : first
reading ; second reading ; in conumitiee—Gold-
Sields Bill : second veading— Municipal fustitu-
tions Bill; in committee—Criminal Fridence
Hill; adjowrned debate; second reading—Con-
struction of Mount Park Roead—Adjourimment.

Tre SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30 p.m.
Pravees.

STEAMERS NOT CALLING AT DONGARRA,
NEGLECT OF ADELAIDE S.5. COMPANY TO
CALL AT PORT OF DONGARRA.

Me. PHLLLIPS, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier, Whether he was aware
that the vessels of the Adelnide Bteamship
Company had discontinued calling at the port
of Dongarra. If so, would he give the rcason
for such discontinuance, and at once arrange
for the steamers to again call at the port.

Twe PREMIER (Hon. Sir J, Forrest) replied
that he was informed by the Adelaide Steam-
ship Company’'s agent at Fremantle that the
company’s steamers had ceased to call at the
pert of Dongarra as their vessels were now
too large to enter that port with safety. The
small steamer hitherto employed had to be
withdrawn as it eould not successfully com-
pete with the larger boats of rival com-
panies.

RAILWAY SERVICE UNIFORMS.

Mr. RANDELL, in nccordance with notice,
asked the Commiisioner of Railwaya, Whether
the conditions and stipulations of contract for
the supply of Uniforms for the Railway Ser-
vice had been strictly adhered to; especinlly
No. 8.

Tae COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) replied thut the condi-
tions and stipulations had been generally ad-



